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Iowa Welcome Centers 
Summary 

 
 
Iowa Welcome Centers serve the travelers visiting our state by providing travel information and 
encouraging travelers to extend their stay in Iowa. 
 
During 2011, 19 Iowa Welcome Centers served over 170,000 travel parties and over 450,000 travelers.  
 
Combined spending of all travelers visiting the 19 Iowa Welcome Center travelers spent an estimated 
$174* million during their trips in Iowa, down from $183 million in 2010.  Per day spending increased 
9.3% from $227.38 per day in 2010 to $248.62 per day in 2011.    
 
Iowa Welcome Center travel counselors influenced 35% of the travelers to extend their stay. 
 
*Based on visitation of all 19 Iowa Welcome Centers (13 centers submitted surveys), along with average 
length of stay and average spending as reported in 2011 Iowa Welcome Center Survey Report. 
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Methodology 
 
Thirteen Iowa Welcome Centers Participated. 
 
The survey report covers January through December 2011. 
 
To determine the trip characteristics of the visitors stopping at the centers, travelers were asked to 
complete a survey through a random sample process.  A total of 13 centers administered a minimum of 
one survey for every 46

th
 travel party.  Iowa Welcome Centers needed 200 surveys to be included in the 

final report. The surveys were conducted by the individual Iowa Welcome Centers.  The results were 
tabulated and reported by the Iowa Economic Development Authority, Tourism Office. 
 
Participating Iowa Welcome Centers included: Burlington,  Danish Windmill (Elk Horn), Davis City,  Dows, 
Dubuque, Harrison County (Missouri Valley), Mississippi Valley (LeClaire), Okoboji Spirit Center (Arnolds 
Park), Sergeant Bluff,  Top of Iowa (Northwood), Underwood, Western Historic Trails Center and Wilton.  
 
The centers that did not participate in the survey included: Clayton County (Elkader), Davis County 
(Bloomfield), Emmetsburg, Sergeant Floyd (Sioux City), Southern Loess Hills (Percival), and Southern 
Iowa Gateway (Lamoni). Sergeant Floyd and Southern Loess Hills were closed due to flooding.  
 
Due to rounding, all totals may not equal 100%. 

 

 
Five-Year Trends 
Iowa Welcome Centers 
 
 

  
2007 

 
2008 

 
2009 

 
2010 

 
2011 

Interviews Conducted 4,738 4,184 4,903 4,768 3,993 

Average Days in Iowa 3.8 3.9 4.3 3.9 4.1 

Average Number of Trips to Iowa 2.6 3.1 2.8 3.1 3.2 

Travelers that Extended Their Stay 29% 35% 32% 29% 35% 

Average Party Size 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 

Average Spending Per Day $223.66 $257.93 $219.60 $227.38 $248.62 

Travelers with Iowa Residence 9% 13% 13% 13% 13% 

Travelers with Iowa Destination 36% 40% 43% 40% 40% 

Travelers on Vacation 46% 48% 48% 51% 48% 

Average Age 55.6 56.0 56.2 56.6 55.7 

Hotel/Motel Lodging 53% 54% 53% 54% 55% 

Travel Parties are Families 60% 59% 62% n/a n/a 

Travel Parties with Children Under 18 n/a n/a n/a 19% 19% 

Travel Parties with no Children Under 18 n/a n/a n/a 27% 25% 

 
©2012 Iowa Economic Development Authority, Tourism Office 
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Iowa Welcome Center Summary 
2011 January - December 

 
  

Number of 
Travel 
Parties 

 
 

Number of 
Surveys 

 
 

Avg. Days 
in Iowa 

 
Avg. # 

Trips To 
Iowa 

 
Extended 
Their Stay 

In Iowa 

 
Avg. 
Party 
Size 

 
Avg. Party 
Spending 
Per Day 

 
Estimated 
Total  
Spending 

        (In Millions) 

Burlington 5,013 205 6.4 2.6 23.2% 2.6 $226.84 $7.3 

Danish Windmill 6,320 201 4.6 2.2 19.3% 2.7 $205.63 $6.0 

Davis City 24,924 527 6.5 4.5 39.2% 2.5 $264.93 $42.9 

Dows 1,151 210 3.7 2.7 30.2% 2.3 $236.62 $1.0 

Dubuque 4,419 204 3.6 2.8 30.4% 2.2 $215.56 $3.4 

Harrison County 4,161 200 5.7 1.8 34.7% 2.2 $236.97 $5.6 

Mississippi Valley 6,667 227 2.9 2.0 34.0% 2.8 $258.40 $5.0 

Okoboji Spirit Center 8,619 226 8.5 4.0 26.8% 3.4 $301.20 $22.1 

Sergeant Bluff  8,100 200 2.0 2.7 72.2% 2.4 $232.95 $3.8 

Top of Iowa 33,019 672 2.8 3.9 25.4% 2.5 $251.92 $23.3 

Underwood 20,526 427 2.8 3.9 45.2% 2.2 $268.29 $15.4 

Western Historic Trails 5,187 214 3.8 1.8 27.5% 2.6 $278.34 $5.5 

Wilton 22,400 480 3.8 3.0 43.5% 2.3 $228.17 $19.4 

All Surveyed Centers 150,506 3,993 4.1 3.2 35.2% 2.5 $248.62 $153.4 

 

 
  

Travelers 
with Iowa 

Residence 

 
Travelers 
with Iowa 

Destination 

 
Travelers 

on 
Vacation 

Families 
with 

Children 
 under 18 

Families 
with no 

Children 
 under 18 

 
 

Average 
Age 

 
Hotel/ 
Motel 

Lodging 

Purpose of 
Stop 

was for 
Information 

         

Burlington 11.7% 69.1% 52.6% 20.0% 30.0% 51.8 56.3% 62.8% 

Danish Windmill 11.7% 53.3% 50.3% 21.8% 25.9% 54.7 57.3% 40.6% 

Davis City 18.9% 35.7% 35.6% 16.1% 20.7% 59.9 46.2% 51.0% 

Dows 14.4% 41.7% 45.7% 22.8% 23.8% 54.0 51.3% 50.7% 

Dubuque 17.2% 77.1% 65.0% 11.7% 30.5% 50.4 63.2% 79.0% 

Harrison County 7.5% 39.1% 54.3% 13.3% 28.7% 55.8 59.3% 73.4% 

Mississippi Valley 12.8% 45.8% 56.9% 20.5% 30.0% 55.1 51.6% 66.2% 

Okoboji Spirit Center 53.8% 93.9% 65.5% 36.4% 25.0% 51.5 28.4% 43.2% 

Sergeant Bluff 14.6% 27.4% 61.6% 15.4% 22.1% 58.3 73.5% 84.3% 

Top of Iowa 7.8% 23.3% 41.0% 18.0% 27.5% 57.4 53.9% 40.8% 

Underwood 5.0% 24.6% 48.6% 15.8% 21.8% 55.8 59.4% 62.9% 

Western Historic Trails 5.7% 25.4% 56.3% 28.3% 18.4% 51.3 60.4% 56.5% 

Wilton 4.0% 35.4% 39.5% 15.5% 24.1% 56.5 62.1% 62.4% 

All Surveyed Centers 12.8% 40.4% 48.1% 18.8% 24.9% 55.7 55.2% 57.0% 

 
©2012 Iowa Economic Development Authority, Tourism Office 
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Length of Stay and Number of Trips 
2011 – January through December 
Based to those answering. 

 
 
 
 
Iowa Welcome Center 

 
Avg. 

Days in 
Iowa 

 
Avg. 
Total 
Days 

Avg. 
Number of 

Trips in  
Iowa 

    
Burlington 6.4 10.5 2.6 

Danish Windmill 4.6 13.5 2.2 

Davis City 6.5 11.1 4.5 

Dows 3.7 9.7 2.7 

Dubuque 3.6 8.2 2.8 

Harrison County 5.7 17.6 1.8 

Mississippi Valley 2.9 11.5 2.0 

Okoboji Spirit Center 8.5 10.3 4.0 

Sergeant Bluff 2.0 13.0 2.7 

Sergeant Floyd 2.8 11.9 3.9 

Underwood 2.8 16.8 3.9 

Western Historic Trails 3.8 16.6 1.8 

Wilton 3.8 14.7 3.0 

    

All Surveyed Centers 4.1 13.0 3.2 

 
 
 
 

4.1 Average days in Iowa 

 

Average number of trips to Iowa  3.2   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
©2012 Iowa Economic Development Authority, Tourism Office 
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Extended the Stay of the Traveler 
2011 – January through December 
Based to those answering. 
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2 Hours 
12% 

1/2 Day 
19% 

Day Trip 
30% 

One Night 
17% 

2 Nights 
7% 

3 Nights  
3% 

4 Nights 
2% 

5+ Nights 
10% 

Extended the Stay of the Traveler 

 
 
Iowa Welcome Center 

 
Extended 

Stay 
Yes 

 
Extended 

Stay 
No 

  
2  

Hours 

 
½ Day 

  
Day 
Trip 

 
1 

Night 

 
2 

Nights 

 
3 

Nights 

 
4 

Nights 

 
5 + 

Nights 

           
Burlington 23.2% 76.8% 13.0% 13.0% 34.8% 17.4% 4.3% 4.3% 4.3% 8.7% 

Danish Windmill 19.3% 80.7% 16.2% 8.1% 29.7% 13.5% 24.3% 5.4% 2.7% 0.0% 

Davis City 39.2% 60.8% 7.6% 13.7% 28.9% 18.8% 8.1% 3.6% 2.5% 16.8% 

Dows 30.2% 69.8% 24.6% 13.1% 24.6% 24.6% 6.6% 1.6% 1.6% 3.3% 

Dubuque 30.4% 69.6% 8.0% 24.0% 30.0% 16.0% 8.0% 6.0% 2.0% 6.0% 

Harrison County 34.7% 65.3% 11.6% 31.9% 36.2% 7.2% 4.3% 2.9% 1.4% 4.3% 

Mississippi Valley 34.0% 66.0% 9.6% 21.9% 31.5% 13.7% 12.3% 0.0% 0.0% 11.0% 

Okoboji Spirit Center 26.8% 73.2% 5.3% 3.5% 15.8% 24.6% 5.3% 5.3% 5.3% 35.1% 

Sergeant Bluff 72.2% 27.8% 0.7% 15.0% 60.0% 15.0% 5.7% 2.1% 0.0% 1.4% 

Top of Iowa 25.4% 74.6% 11.7% 24.7% 24.1% 14.2% 8.0% 2.5% 3.7% 11.1% 

Underwood 45.2% 54.8% 19.0% 15.3% 28.0% 21.2% 4.8% 1.1% 1.6% 9.0% 

Western Historic Trails 27.5% 72.5% 19.0% 24.1% 17.2% 15.5% 6.9% 6.9% 1.7% 8.6% 

Wilton 43.5% 56.5% 12.2% 27.8% 25.9% 13.7% 7.8% 1.5% 1.5% 9.8% 

           

All Surveyed Centers 35.2% 64.8% 11.6% 19.1% 30.5% 16.6% 7.4% 2.7% 2.0% 10.0% 
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Travel Party Size and Type  
2011 – January through December 
Based to those answering.  One answer accepted. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
©2012 Iowa Economic Development Authority, Tourism Office 

 
 
 

0.8% 

6.2% 

16.6% 

32.7% 

24.9% 

18.8% 

Group Tour 

Business Traveler 

Individuals/Friends 

Retired Travelers 

Family, w/out children 

Family, with children 

Travel Party Type 

 
Iowa Welcome Center 

Average 
Party 
Size 

Family 
with 

children 
 under18 

Family 
with no 
children 

under 18 

 
Individuals 

or 
Friends 

 
Retired 

 
Business 
Traveler 

 
Group 
Tour 

        

Burlington 2.6 20.0% 30.0% 16.0% 30.5% .3.5% 0.0% 

Danish Windmill 2.7 21.8% 25.9% 14.2% 32.0% 4.1% 2.0% 

Davis City 2.5 16.1% 20.7% 16.1% 38.0% 8.3% 0.8% 

Dows 2.3 22.8% 23.8% 19.9% 30.1% 3.4% 0.0% 

Dubuque 2.2 11.7% 30.5% 21.3% 23.4% 12.7% 0.5% 

Harrison County 2.2 13.3% 28.7% 14.9% 37.4% 5.6% 0.0% 

Mississippi Valley 2.8 20.5% 30.0% 15.9% 29.1% 0.9% 3.6% 

Okoboji Spirit Center 3.4 36.4% 25.0% 22.7% 14.5% 0.5% 0.9% 

Sergeant Bluff  2.4 15.4% 22.1% 16.4% 41.0% 3.6% 1.5% 

Top of Iowa 2.5 18.0% 27.5% 11.4% 34.8% 7.7% 0.6% 

Underwood 2.2 15.8% 21.8% 19.4% 34.2% 8.9% 0.0% 

Western Historic Trails 2.6 28.3% 18.4% 18.9% 26.9% 5.2% 2.4% 

Wilton 2.3 15.5% 24.1% 16.8% 36.3% 7.1% 0.2% 

        

All Surveyed Centers 2.5 18.8% 24.9% 16.6% 32.7% 6.2% 0.8% 
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Average Daily Spending Per Travel Party 
2011 – January through December 
Based to those answering. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Iowa Welcome Center 

 
 

Lodging 

 
 

Entertainment 

 
 

Transportation 

 
 

Food 

 
 

Shopping 

 
 

Total 

       

Burlington $74.64 $28.34 $41.96 $52.74 $29.16 $226.84 

Danish Windmill $62.18 $14.12 $58.36 $45.00 $25.97 $205.63 

Davis City $69.23 $32.49 $73.15 $54.63 $35.43 $264.93 

Dows $73.90 $20.93 $73.16 $51.93 $16.70 $236.62 

Dubuque $83.34 $26.75 $20.12 $50.97 $34.38 $215.56 

Harrison County $77.05 $15.82 $62.29 $52.02 $29.79 $236.97 

Mississippi Valley $67.59 $29.65 $67.04 $54.94 $39.18 $258.40 

Okoboji Spirit Center $82.44 $52.71 $37.60 $65.29 $63.16 $301.20 

Sergeant Bluff $70.13 $26.97 $55.43 $64.94 $15.48 $232.95 

Top of Iowa $82.51 $22.04 $75.76 $49.90 $21.71 $251.92 

Underwood $75.17 $24.85 $89.65 $54.92 $23.70 $268.29 

Western Historic Trails $71.89 $34.49 $73.72 $54.23 $44.01 $278.34 

Wilton $71.84 $17.06 $71.67 $45.92 $21.69 $228.18 

       

All Surveyed Centers $74.32 $25.85 $66.33 $52.93 $29.19 $248.62 
 
 
©2012 Iowa  Economic Development Authority, Tourism Office 

Shopping 
12% 

Food 
21% 

Transportation 
27% 

Entertainment 
10% 

Lodging 
30% 

Average Daily Spending Per Travel Party is 
$248.62 
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Residence of the Travelers 
2011 – January through December 
Based to those answering. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

©2012 Iowa Economic Development Authority, Tourism Office 

2.7% 

1.9% 

3.3% 

3.4% 

4.5% 

4.5% 

7.7% 

9.7% 

12.8% 

Canada 

South Dakota 

Kansas 

Nebraska 

Wisconsin 

Missouri 

Illinois 

Minnesota 

Iowa 

Residence of the Travelers 

 
 
Iowa Welcome Center 

 
 

IA 

 
 

MN 

 
 

IL 

 
 

MO 

 
 

WI 

 
 

NE 

 
 

KS 

 
 

SD 

 
 

CN 

 
 

Other 

           

Burlington 11.7% 3.4% 13.7% 6.3% 5.4% 3.4% 2.4% 1.0% 0.5% 52.1% 

Danish Windmill 11.7% 5.1% 7.6% 2.0% 3.0% 8.6% 4.6% 1.5% 2.5% 53.4% 

Davis City 18.9% 12.0% 2.3% 14.1% 5.0% 0.6% 10.3% 0.2% 1.0% 35.6% 

Dows 14.4% 29.8% 3.4% 5.8% 3.4% 2.4% 2.9% 0.0% 0.5% 37.4% 

Dubuque 17.2% 10.1% 19.7% 2.5% 12.6% 1.0% 2.0% 1.0% 1.0% 32.9% 

Harrison County 7.5% 4.0% 1.5% 1.5% 5.0% 1.0% 2.0% 1.0% 5.5% 71.0% 

Mississippi Valley 12.8% 3.1% 20.8% 1.3% 7.1% 1.3% 0.9% 0.0% 2.2% 50.5% 

Okoboji Spirit Center 53.8% 9.4% 1.8% 2.7% 0.9% 4.5% 1.3% 9.0% 0.0% 16.6% 

Sergeant Bluff 14.6% 7.0% 6.5% 3.5% 0.5% 3.0% 2.5% 12.6% 4.0% 45.8% 

Top of Iowa 7.8% 19.8% 3.3% 4.9% 5.7% 2.8% 3.3% 1.5% 3.3% 47.6% 

Underwood 5.0% 3.3% 5.7% 1.9% 3.8% 9.7% 1.4% 0.0% 3.6% 65.6% 

Western Historic Trails 5.7% 4.7% 4.2% 3.3% 1.9% 6.1% 1.9% 2.8% 3.8% 65.6% 

Wilton 4.0% 3.6% 16.9% 0.6% 3.1% 1.0% 1.0% 0.8% 4.6% 64.4% 

           

All Surveyed Centers 12.8% 9.7% 7.7% 4.5% 4.5% 3.4% 3.3% 1.9% 2.7% 49.5% 
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Destination of the Travelers 
2011 – January through December 
Based to those answering. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

©2012 Iowa Economic Development Authority, Tourism Office 

 

1.5% 

3.0% 

3.3% 

3.8% 

4.3% 

5.3% 

11.1% 

40.4% 

Kansas 

Wisconsin 

South Dakota 

Nebraska 

Missouri 

Illinois 

Minnesota 

Iowa 

Destination of the Travelers 

 
 
Iowa Welcome Center 

 
 

IA 

 
 

MN 

 
 

IL 

 
 

MO 

 
 

NE 

 
 

SD 

 
 

WI 

 
 

KS 

 
 

Other 

          

Burlington 69.1% 1.5% 8.2% 2.1% 1.0% 0.0% 1.0% 0.0% 17.1% 

Danish Windmill 53.3% 2.6% 4.6% 1.0% 7.7% 1.5% 1.0% 0.5% 27.8% 

Davis City 35.7% 12.9% 3.5% 14.4% 0.2% 0.4% 5.8% 5.0% 22.1% 

Dows 41.7% 25.5% 2.9% 3.4% 1.5% 2.9% 2.0% 2.5% 17.6% 

Dubuque 77.1% 2.6% 11.5% 1.6% 0.0% 0.0% 5.7% 0.0% 1.5% 

Harrison County 39.1% 1.6% 5.7% 3.1% 12.5% 5.2% 1.0% 1.0% 30.8% 

Mississippi Valley 45.8% 1.8% 9.6% 0.9% 2.8% 5.5% 3.2% 1.4% 29.0% 

Okoboji Spirit Center 93.9% 2.3% 0.0% 0.5% 0.9% 1.4% 0.0% 0.0% 1.0% 

Sergeant Bluff 27.4% 2.1% 6.3% 8.4% 4.7% 20.0% 0.0% 1.6% 29.5% 

Top of Iowa 23.3% 35.2% 2.2% 5.9% 1.2% 2.6% 3.9% 1.9% 23.8% 

Underwood 24.6% 4.6% 9.2% 0.7% 7.2% 1.4% 5.3% 0.7% 46.3% 

Western Historic Trails 25.4% 3.3% 5.3% 1.9% 13.9% 4.8% 2.4% 0.0% 43.0% 

Wilton 35.4% 5.4% 5.9% 0.9% 3.9% 4.3% 1.3% 0.2% 42.7% 

          

All Surveyed Centers 40.4% 11.1% 5.3% 4.3% 3.8% 3.3% 3.0% 1.5% 26.6% 
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Trip Purpose  
2011 – January through December 
Based to those answering.  One answer accepted. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

©2012 Iowa Economic Development Authority, Tourism Office 

Other 
8% 

Personal 
5% 

Business 
8% 

Visit Friends & 
Family 

31% 

Vacation or Leisure 
48% 

Trip Purpose 

 
 
Iowa Welcome Center 

 
Vacation or 

Leisure 

Visit 
Friends & 
Relatives 

 
Business or 
Convention 

 
Personal 
Business 

 
 

Other 

      

Burlington 52.6% 32.8% 5.7% 4.7% 4.2% 

Danish Windmill 50.3% 33.3% 9.5% 1.6% 5.3% 

Davis City 35.6% 37.8% 11.2% 6.5% 8.9% 

Dows 45.7% 35.0% 6.6% 5.6% 7.1% 

Dubuque 65.0% 14.8% 14.2% 2.7% 3.3% 

Harrison County 54.3% 31.7% 6.0% 3.0% 5.0% 

Mississippi Valley 56.9% 29.6% 3.2% 1.4% 8.8% 

Okoboji Spirit Center 65.5% 24.1% 1.5% 1.0% 7.9% 

Sergeant Bluff 61.6% 25.8% 6.3% 2.6% 3.7% 

Top of Iowa 41.0% 35.2% 9.2% 6.5% 8.1% 

Underwood 48.6% 28.9% 10.0% 5.0% 7.4% 

Western Historic Trails 56.3% 24.4% 4.7% 2.8% 11.7% 

Wilton 39.5% 34.0% 8.9% 7.2% 10.5% 

      

All Surveyed Centers 48.1% 31.4% 8.2% 4.7% 7.7% 
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Lodging 
2011 – January through December 
Based to those answering.  Multiple answers accepted. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
©2012 Iowa Economic Development Authority, Tourism Office 

 

3.0% 

3.0% 

4.5% 

6.5% 

6.9% 

11.6% 

18.9% 

55.2% 

Resort 

Bed & Breakfast 

Comm. Campground 

Public Campground 

Other 

No Overnight 

Home Friends/Family 

Hotel/Motel 

Lodging 

 
 
Iowa Welcome Center 

 
Hotel 

or 
Motel 

 
Home of 

Friends or 
Family 

 
No 

Overnights 
In Iowa 

 
 
 

Other 

 
Public 
Camp- 
ground 

 
Comm. 
Camp- 
ground 

 
 

Bed & 
Breakfast 

 
 
 

Resort 

         

Burlington 56.3% 25.3% 4.7% 6.3% 4.2% 6.3% 5.8% 5.3% 

Danish Windmill 57.3% 19.5% 6.5% 5.9% 5.9% 4.9% 3.2% 4.3% 

Davis City 46.2% 25.5% 16.8% 10.4% 3.6% 1.9% 4.0% 1.3% 

Dows 51.3% 22.3% 15.5% 4.1% 7.8% 5.2% 3.1% 0.5% 

Dubuque 63.2% 13.2% 9.5% 2.1% 2.6% 3.2% 8.9% 5.3% 

Harrison County 59.3% 21.1% 6.7% 4.1% 12.9% 2.6% 2.1% 0.5% 

Mississippi Valley 51.6% 22.5% 13.1% 6.1% 5.2% 3.8% 2.3% 1.9% 

Okoboji Spirit Center 28.4% 28.9% 2.4% 13.3% 3.8% 3.3% 1.4% 22.3% 

Sergeant Bluff 73.5% 7.4% 3.7% 4.2% 11.1% 9.5% 1.1% 1.6% 

Top of Iowa 53.9% 19.5% 17.5% 7.0% 4.9% 4.0% 2.1% 1.2% 

Underwood 59.4% 14.9% 10.3% 8.3% 9.3% 5.0% 2.3% 1.5% 

Western Historic Trails 60.4% 14.4% 18.8% 3.5% 5.9% 5.9% 3.0% 1.5% 

Wilton 62.1% 12.0% 9.4% 6.7% 9.0% 6.0% 2.1% 0.5% 

         

All Surveyed Centers 55.2% 18.9% 11.6% 6.9% 6.5% 4.5% 3.0% 3.0% 
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Age of the Traveler 
2011 – January through December 
Based to those answering. 
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18-24 
2% 

25-44 
18% 

45-64 
46% 

65+ 
34% 

Age of the Traveler 

 
 
Iowa Welcome Center 

18-24 
Years 
of Age 

25-34 
Years 
of Age 

35-44 
Years 
of Age 

45-54 
Years 
of Age 

55-64 
Years 
of Age 

65-74 
Years 
of Age 

75 
Years  

or more. 

 
Average 

Age 

         

Burlington 7.3% 5.8% 15.2% 22.0% 25.1% 20.4% 4.2% 51.8 

Danish Windmill 3.1% 10.5% 10.5% 13.1% 34.6% 18.8% 9.4% 54.7 

Davis City 1.4% 3.5% 8.8% 13.5% 27.1% 28.5% 15.5% 59.9 

Dows 2.5% 7.4% 15.7% 18.1% 27.0% 26.5% 2.9% 54.0 

Dubuque 4.4% 15.9% 10.4% 21.4% 23.6% 18.1% 6.0% 50.4 

Harrison County 2.6% 10.8% 8.2% 12.3% 31.3% 29.2% 5.6% 55.8 

Mississippi Valley 5.5% 5.0% 9.0% 18.9% 27.9% 25.9% 8.0% 55.1 

Okoboji Spirit Center 4.2% 7.9% 15.3% 26.5% 22.3% 19.1% 4.7% 51.5 

Sergeant Bluff 0.5% 6.6% 6.6% 20.4% 23.0% 34.7% 8.2% 58.3 

Top of Iowa 1.4% 6.4% 9.1% 14.1% 29.7% 31.1% 8.0% 57.4 

Underwood 3.0% 6.5% 8.0% 21.4% 28.9% 24.9% 7.2% 55.8 

Western Historic Trails 3.9% 5.9% 24.6% 21.7% 20.7% 17.7% 5.4% 51.3 

Wilton 1.3% 4.9% 10.3% 18.8% 30.6% 29.3% 4.7% 56.5 

         

All Surveyed Centers 2.7% 6.8% 10.9% 18.1% 27.7% 26.2% 7.6% 55.7 
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Purpose of Stopping at an Iowa Welcome Center 
2011 – January through December 
Based to those answering.  Multiple answers accepted. 
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Purpose of Stopping at an Welcome Center 

 
 
Iowa Welcome Center 

 
 

Information 

 
 

Restrooms 

 
Travel 
Break 

 
 

Shopping 

 
 

Other 

 
Food/ 

Beverage 

       

Burlington 62.8% 12.1% 24.6% 19.1% 18.1% 1.5% 

Danish Windmill 40.6% 10.4% 37.5% 26.6% 31.8% 8.9% 

Davis City 51.0% 70.3% 49.0% 1.9% 5.4% 7.3% 

Dows 50.7% 27.1% 47.8% 7.7% 19.3% 3.4% 

Dubuque 79.0% 12.8% 12.8% 25.1% 7.2% 7.2% 

Harrison County 73.4% 35.2% 37.7% 17.1% 9.0% 5.0% 

Mississippi Valley 66.2% 36.9% 44.9% 18.7% 9.3% 10.7% 

Okoboji Spirit 43.2% 10.8% 9.9% 64.0% 12.6% 5.9% 

Sergeant Bluff 84.3% 73.6% 72.1% 1.0% 1.5% 16.8% 

Top of Iowa 40.8% 63.6% 58.9% 8.2% 6.1% 21.9% 

Underwood 62.9% 60.3% 46.6% 2.1% 5.5% 7.4% 

Western Historic Trails 56.5% 41.1% 52.2% 10.5% 11.5% 3.3% 

Wilton 62.4% 57.4% 43.7% 1.5% 7.4% 6.5% 

       

All Surveyed Centers 57.0% 47.0% 44.4% 12.2% 9.5% 9.4% 
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Main Areas of Interest 
2011 – January through December 
Based to those answering.  Multiple answers accepted. 
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Main Areas of Interest 
2011 – January through December 
Based to those answering.  Multiple answers accepted. 

 
 

 
 
Iowa Welcome Center 

 
Historical 

Areas 

Visiting 
Friends &  

Family 

 
Outdoor 

Recreation 

 
 

Museums 

 
Scenic  
Byways 

 
 

Shopping 

       

Burlington 54.9% 37.9% 25.1% 19.0% 26.7% 18.5% 

Danish Windmill 63.1% 39.5% 20.5% 45.1% 24.6% 23.6% 

Davis City 32.5% 47.9% 26.1% 14.2% 16.7% 19.3% 

Dows 63.1% 31.0% 19.7% 48.8% 20.7% 15.8% 

Dubuque 51.4% 21.9% 27.9% 36.1% 18.0% 36.1% 

Harrison County 52.8% 39.6% 33.5% 20.8% 47.2% 9.1% 

Mississippi Valley 50.0% 30.3% 23.4% 25.2% 27.5% 23.4% 

Okoboji Spirit 29.0% 47.5% 48.4% 19.0% 10.4% 49.3% 

Sergeant Bluff 55.8% 40.6% 24.9% 28.4% 35.5% 8.1% 

Top of Iowa 40.6% 47.5% 24.8% 17.3% 17.5% 19.8% 

Underwood 46.2% 30.2% 27.5% 21.6% 30.0% 14.5% 

Western Historic Trails 60.3% 31.4% 25.5% 41.7% 17.2% 17.6% 

Wilton 48.8% 38.7% 34.8% 24.6% 23.8% 18.4% 

       

All Surveyed Centers 47.2% 38.9% 28.0% 25.1% 23.2% 20.3% 

 

 
 
Iowa Welcome Center 

 
 
 

Wineries 
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Parks 
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Gaming 

 
Festivals 

& 
Events 

 
 

Spectator 
Sports 

 
 

Participatory 
Sports 

       

Burlington 12.3% 12.3% 10.8% 6.2% 1.5% 2.1% 

Danish Windmill 10.8% 8.2% 4.1% 5.6% 3.1% 2.1% 

Davis City 14.6% 9.9% 15.6% 14.4% 7.0% 1.6% 

Dows 12.3% 8.4% 4.9% 8.9% 0.5% 1.5% 

Dubuque 26.8% 6.6% 20.2% 7.1% 0.0% 1.1% 

Harrison County 7.6% 17.8% 3.6% 4.6% 2.0% 0.0% 

Mississippi Valley 11.0% 14.7% 7.3% 7.3% 2.3% 0.5% 

Okoboji Spirit 10.4% 3.6% 5.0% 6.8% 1.4% 1.4% 

Southern Loess Hills 17.3% 17.3% 21.3% 11.2% 2.5% 1.5% 

Top of Iowa 13.9% 13.3% 11.8% 8.5% 2.3% 2.1% 

Underwood 15.0% 16.7% 12.8% 8.4% 2.9% 2.2% 

Western Historic Trails 8.3% 18.1% 11.8% 7.8% 3.4% 2.9% 

Wilton  12.5% 17.1% 9.3% 8.0% 5.2% 2.2% 

       

All Surveyed Centers 13.4% 13.0% 11.1% 8.6% 3.1% 1.7% 
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        Number ____________________________ 

2011         Welcome Center _____________________ 

Iowa Welcome Center Survey     Date _______________________________ 

 
A trip is traveling 50 miles or more from home. 
 

 

1.  In what state or country do you presently 
reside? 

  ______________________________________  

2.  What state is (or was) your destination?  

  ______________________________________  

3a. How many days will you spend on this trip? 
 ___________ 3b. in Iowa? _____________ 

 (Iowa residents just include days away from home.) 

4.  How many trips will you take in Iowa this year? 

 ___________________________________  

5a. Will your stay in Iowa be extended because of 
the information provided?  
(Please check one.) 

  Yes   No 

5b. If "yes", how long? (Please check one.) 

  2 hours   3 days 
  1/2 day   4 days 
  1 day   5 days 
  2 days   6 or more 

6. How many are in your travel party?  

(including you)  

1  2  3  4  5  More than 5  

7. What best describes your travel party? 
(Please check one.) 
  Family (with children under 18) 
  Family (no children under 18) 
  Retired traveler(s) 
  Individuals/friends 
  Business individual(s) 
  Group tour, if yes please skip next question  

8. On this trip, what is your travel party's 
average DAILY spending for: 

Lodging $ ______________________________  
 

Entertainment $ _________________________  
 

Transportation $ _________________________  
 

Food $ ________________________________  
 

Shopping $ _____________________________  
 

Other $ ________________________________  

 

 

9. What is the main purpose for this trip? (Please 
check one) 

  Vacation/leisure   Visit friends/family 
  Business/convention   Personal business 
  Weekend Getaway        Other 

 
10. What overnight accommodations did you or 
will you use while in Iowa? 
 (Please check all that apply.) 

  Hotel/motel 
  Bed & breakfast 
  State/county campgrounds  
  Resort  
  Commercial campground 
  Will not stay overnight in Iowa 
  Home of family/friends 
  Other  ___________________________  

 
11.  What was the purpose of your stop? (Please 
check all that apply.) 

  Information   Travel break  
  Shopping   Restrooms 
  Food/beverage   Other __________  

 
12.  What is your main area of interest? (Please 
check up to three.)  
 

  Casino gaming 
  Wineries 
  Outdoor recreation 
  Visit friends/family  
  Historical areas 
  Shopping 
  Museums  
  Participatory Sports (youth & adult) 
  Spectator Sports  
  Scenic byways 
  Festivals/events  
  National & State Parks 
  Other  ___________________________  

13.  What is your birth date?  

________/_______/_______ 

(Month)     (Day)      (Year)  

 

Thank you for visiting Iowa.  
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