
The River Bluffs Scenic Byway is a 
109-mile scenic driving route with 
hiking & water trails, trout streams, 
wildlife management areas & 
recreational parks. Nestled within 
the scenery are 13 small, historic 
towns that provide wonderful 
opportunities to experience local 
foods, entertainment & shopping. 
The Byway has been designated as 
a state Byway and travels through 
Fayette and Clayton County in 
Northeast Iowa.

This publication was made possible in part by grants from the Upper Mississippi Gaming Corporation, Fayette County Community Foundation & Iowa Tourism.
Cartography by: Jared Nielsen, Northeast Iowa RC&D
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Art Gallery & Home Accents. Art from 80 local & 
regional artists. Open Tues-Sat. 301 Mill St.

Elkader Opera House. Host wide range of local, 
regional & nationally-known artists. 207 N Main St.

The Corner Shoppe. Fine coffee, special treats & 
unique gifts. Ph:563-880-0404. 107 S Main St.

Shepherd Gallery & Creativity Center. Art gallery & 
studio offering local art & classes. 214 S River Park Dr.
Sew Many Memories. Getaway for quilting & scrap 
booking. Ph:563-252-2389. 430 1st St.

The Backstitch. Quilting materials with over 4,000 
fabrics, patterns & books. 108 S Main St.
The Stitchin Post. Wide variety of sewing products. 
Ph:563-245-3236. 20384 Grand View Rd.

Old Stone School. Quilts & tea. Call 563-767-4011 
for appointment. 12077 Bell Rd. 

One Block Over Quilt Shop. Quilt shop for all 
levels of quilters. Open Mon-Sat. 322 E Main St.

Montauk. Mansion built by Mr. Larrabee in 1874, 
IA’s 12th Governor. Call 563-423-7173 for tour.

Carter House Museum. Furniture, clothing & artifacts 
on display from 19th century. 101 2nd St.

Monona Historical Museum. Museum preserving the 
relics of the area. 304 S Egbert St, Monona.

George Maier Rural Heritage Center. Artifacts from 
1800’s. Open April-Oct. $3 Adm. 1000 Mascara Rd. 

Froelich Tractor Museum. Location showcasing the 
1st self-propelled gasoline tractor. Hwy 18.

Emma Big Bear Foundation. Residence of the last 
Winnebago in Northeast Iowa. 127 N St.

Garnavillo Historical Museum. Thousands of early 
manuscripts & artifacts. 205 S Washington St.

Plagman’s Barn Museum. Learn about what farming 
was like in the 1900s. 28384 Garber Rd, Garber. 

Guttenberg Historic River Tour. Self-guided tour of 
historic sites. Call 977-252-2323 for brochure.

Lockmaster’s House Museum. Exhibits featuring Lock 
& Dam #10 history. 563-252-1531. Lock and Dam Ln.

Lock & Dam No. 10. Dam with public observation 
platform. 5 Lock & Dam Ln.

Elkader Historic Walking Tour. Self-guided tour of 27 
historic sites. Call 563-245-1573 for brochure.

McGregor Historical Museum. Collection of artifacts 
from around the area. 256 Main St.

Sherman Swift Tower. Replica of tower built by Althea 
Sherman used to study chimney swift. Hwy 52.

Motor Mill. 1869 historic limestone mill located 
on 155-acre park with campsites. 23002 Grain 

McGregor Historic Walking Tour. Self-guided tour of 
72 historic sites. Call 563-873-2186 for brochure.

Fayette County Historical Center. Museum open May-
Oct/Mon-Fri. Ph:563-422-5797. 100 N Walnut. 

Wilder Memorial Museum. Variety of exhibits. 
Open May-Sept/Mon-Sun.123 West Mission St.

Clermont Historic Walking Tour. Self-guided tour of 
18 historical sites. Call 563-425-5561 for brochure.
Riegel Blacksmith Shop. Experience the workplace 
of a prized 19th century blacksmith. 210 Mill St.
Elgin Historical Museum. Brings to life Elgin’s rich 
heritage. Adult adm $3. 360 Park St, Elgin. 
Heritage Farm Park. 105-acre park with campsites 
& exhibits from 1900s. Ph:563-419-8534. Hwy 18.

Klocks Island Park. Campsites, swimming, fishing, 
& trails. $10 per night. 1000 W Water St.
Twin Bridges County Park. 17-acre park with water 
access & primitive campsites. 14650 130 St.
Volga River State Rec. Area. 5420-acre park with lake, 
trails & 49 new pristine campsites. 10225 Ivy Rd. 
Maynard City Park. Shelter house, ball diamond & 
campsites. 475 1st St, Maynard. 

Volga U Campground. Park, playground, primi-
tive & full-service campsites. Crystal Rd.

Big Spring Trout Hatchery. Fishable river, pond & 
campsites. 16212 Big Springs Rd. 

Spook Cave Campground. 93-acre campground 
with cave, trails & pond. 13299 Spook Cave Rd.

The Natural Gait. Campsites & 25 miles of hiking & 
equestrian trails. 878 Old Mission Dr, Harpers Ferry.

Deer Ridge Campground. RV campground with 
stocked pond & playground. 13762 D Ave, Wadena.

Pikes Peak State Park. 500 ft overlook, 70 campsites 
& 13 miles of trail. 15316 Great River Rd.

Yellow River State Forest. 8,500-acre park with trails, 
trout streams & 168 campsites. 729 State Forest Rd. 

Clayton Hills Campground. Pleasant family camp-
ground. Ph:563-964-2236. 31846 Clayton Rd.

Guttenberg RV Park. Full-service campground open 
April-Oct. Ph:319-415-0429. 300 DeKalb St. 

Littleport Campground. Primitive campground with 
trails, picnic area & fishing. Littleport Rd, Littleport. 

Frieden Park. Campsites, canoe access & picnic 
area. Across Turkey River from Big Springs Hatchery.

Bloody Run Creek. 135-acre park with 19 camp-
sites & excellent trout fishing. 29857 Bloody Run 

Paradise Valley Campground. Swimming area, 
fishing pond & playground. 19745 Keystone Rd.

Lakeside RV Park & Campground. 70 full-service RV 
& camper sites. 563-252-4151. 503 Kosciusko St.

Effigy Mounds National Monument. 2,500-acre 
park with over 200 burial mounds. 151 Hwy 76.

Buck Creek Park. 100-acre park with campsites, 
public fishing & hiking. 30286 232nd St.

Miner’s Creek Hideaway. 40-acre park with 46 camp-
sites, trout stream & trails. 1304 Miners Creek Rd. 
Upper Mississippi River Wildlife & Fish Refuge. Fish, 
wildlife, plants & a breeding place for migratory birds. 

Murray’s Garden & Outdoor Store.  Flower nursery 
& fishing/camping supplies. 1402 S Hwy 52.

Bixby Park. 184-acres of woodland with stream, 
trail, algific slopes & ice cave. 37894 Fortune Ave.

Backbone State Park. 2,002-acre park with trails, 
125 campsites & swimming beach. 1282 120th St.

Dutton’s Cave Park. 46-acre park with hiking, 
campsites, fishing & an explorable cave. Hwy 18.
Echo Valley State Park. 100-acre park with hiking 
trails, trout streams & campsites. Echo Valley Rd.

Skip-A-Way Resort. RV camping, swimming beach, 
restaurant & game room. 3825 Harding Rd.
Goeken Park. 5-acre park with scenic overlook & 
primitive campsites. 29191 Lincoln Rd, Eldorado.
Gouldsburg Park. 64-acre park with 29 campsites, 
hiking trails & water access. 18649 Sunset Rd.
Double J’s Tube & Canoe Rental. Full service tube 
& canoe rental facility. Ph:563-423-5144.

Big Rock Golf & Country Club. 18-hole public golf 
course. Ph:563-425-5265. 9684 146th St.

Elkader Golf & Country Club. 9-hole semi private 
golf course. Ph:563-245-2230. N Gunder Rd.

Lady Luck Casino. Riverboat casino with buffet, card 
games & slot machines. 100 Anti-Monopoly St.

Amish Country. Community of Amish farmers selling 
foods & crafts. Along Garber Rd./C7X, Edgewood.

Turkey River Outfitters. Canoe & kayak the Turkey 
River. Ph:563-245-3802. 23254 Cannon Rd.
Turkey River Water Trail. 98 mile water trail connect-
ed through signs, maps & river access points.

Maiden Voyage Tours. Guided boat tour of the Missis-
sippi River. Open May-Oct. Ph:563-586-2123.

Cassville Car Ferry. Oldest operating ferry service 
transporting vehicles from IA to WI. Millville, IA.

Mississippi Explorer Cruises. Boat eco-tours of the Missis-
sippi River. Open April-November. Ph:563-586-4444.

Guttenberg Golf & Country Club. 9 holes of lush 
fairways & greens. 563-252-1423. 28126 Hwy 52.
Mississippi River Charters. Sightseeing & fishing charters 
out of the Winegar Works Marina. Ph:319-240-5047
Mississippi River Trail. World-class 2,000 mile 
bicycle trail from MN to the gulf of Mexico. 

Whittle Riding Arena. Boarding, training & horse-
back riding. Ph:563-767-4927. 12651 Bush Rd.

Backbone Golf & Country Club. 9-hole public golf 
course. Ph:563-933-4545. 1244 400th St.

Woods Edge Golf Course. Voted best IA 9-hole public 
golf course. Ph:563-928-6668. 504 W Union St.

West Union Recreation Complex. 40-acre park with 
community swimming pool & water slide. North Pine St.

Skip A-Way Jr’s Canoe Rental. Full service tube & 
canoe rental facility. Ph:563-423-7338.

Pleasant Valley Sports Club. 9-hole public golf course. 
Ph:563-423-7396. 24749 Canoe Rd, Elgin.

Maize Maze. Cornfield maze country adventure. 
July-Oct/Sat-Sun 1pm-5pm. $5 admission. B64.

Turkey River Recreational Corridor. An Iowa Great 
Place full of outdoor recreational opportunities.

Bridge Street Boutique & Gift. Three rooms of gifts, 
clothing, jewelry & more. 107 W Bridge St.

Paper Moon Book Store. Three story book store 
with unique gifts, jewelry & cards. 206 A St.

Kann Imports. Variety of items imported from around 
the world. 563-252-2072. 528 S. River Park Dr.

Barr House Antiques. Quality antiques, furniture 
collectibles & fine gifts. 211 Edgar St.

The Copper Frog. New & vintage jewelry, kitchen 
finds, gifts & furniture. 118 W Bridge St. 

Rivertown Fine Books. Used, scarce & rare books. 
Ph:563-873-1111. 148 Main St. 

Elkader General Store. Wide variety of food & 
gifts. Ph:563-245-1799. 107 N Main St. 

Past 100 Years. Mississippi River Valley antique 
shop. Ph:563-873-3512. 301 Main St.

School House Mall. Three floor antique mall in an 
old converted schoolhouse. 204 North St.

Turkey River Mall. Three floors of antiques, furniture, 
artwork, jewelry & more. 102 Main St.

Sweet Addictions Boutique. Home decor & furni-
ture store. Ph:563-245-2714. 103 Mulberry St.

River Gypsy Unique Gifts. Hand poured candles & 
homemade jewelry. Ph:563-873-1818. 226 Main St.
River Junction Trade Company. Victorian era clothing 
from the 1800s. Ph:563-873-2387. 312 Main St.

Witt’s Gifts. Variety of ornate gift ware, art prints & 
one-of-a-kind canvases. 501 N Main St.

Gilbertson’s Nature Center. Nature center on a 
872-acre park with camping. 22580 A Ave, Elgin.

Wildwood Nature Center. 7-acre park with animal 
exhibit & nature center. 18673 Lane Rd.

Osborne Welcome Center. Iowa welcome center, 
nature center & gift shop. 29862 Osborne Rd.

Marquette Depot Museum. Railroad artifacts, gift 
shop & information center. 216 Edgar St.  

DNR Aquarium & Fish Hatchery. Exhibits of live Missis-
sippi River fish. Open May-Oct. 331 S River Park Dr.

Mississippi River National Wildlife & Fish Refuge. Visitor center. 
563-873-3423. 470 Cliff Haven Rd., Prairie Du Chien, WI.

Fayette County Tourism Center. Visitor information 
center. Ph:800-798-4447. 608 W Water St.

Clayton County Development Group. Visitor informa-
tion available. Ph:563-245-2201. 200 E Bridge St.

Driftless Area Wetlands Centre. Environmental 
education center. 563-873-3537. 509 US-18

Guttenberg Welcome Center. Visitor information 
available. Ph:563-252-2323. 323 S River Park Dr.

McGregor-Marquette Chamber. Visitor informa-
tion available. Ph:563-873-2186. 146 Main St.

Fayette County Tourism Center. Visitor center with tourist 
info & log cabin. Ph:800-477-5073. 101 N Vine St.

Woodland Designs. Kaleidoscopes & colorful glass 
jewelry. Ph:563-423-7336. 27491 Harding Rd.

Volga City Opera House. 100-year-old building 
currently being restored. Washington St.

Boike’s Trailside Inn. Enjoy home cooked food, 
pastries & specialty desserts. 152 S Main St.

Drew’s Sports Bar & Grill. Great family atmosphere 
& daily noon specials. 203 S Main St.

Deb’s Brewtopia. Locally brewed beer available 
on tap at Fennellys’ Irish Pub. 563-880-5666. 

Eagle’s Landing Winery. Award winning seasonal 
& dessert wines. Daily wine tasting. 127 N St.

Anchor Inn Supper Club. American restaurant with 
wide variety of food. 906 Front St, Garber. 

Rausch’s Cafe. Great food & homemade pie. President 
Obama dined here. 563-252-2102. 123 N Hwy 52.
Rivers Edge Bakery. Bread, cinnamon rolls, donuts, turn-
overs, strudels & more.  563-252-5938. 422 S River Park Dr.

Thoma Dairy Bar. Full menu of sandwiches, specials 
& ice cream. Ph:563-964-2212. 103 N Main St.

Luana Tavern. Home of the apple cinnamon, BBQ 
& plain “Todd Tenderloin.” 301 Main St, Luana.

Subway. Restaurant franchise offering submarine 
sandwiches & salads. 120 S Main St.

Barney’s Tavern. Known for their famous “Barney 
Burger.” Ph:563-774-2525. 201 Mill St, Wadena.

DT’s Pub & Pizza. Choose from sandwiches, soups, 
desserts & pizzas. Ph:563-425-4351. 228 Main St.

Fennelly’s Irish Pub. American & Irish food. Full bar. 
Closed Sundays. Ph:563-245-3663. 105 1st St.

Marquette Cafe & Bar. Train themed restaurant 
known for their 1/2 lb “Marquette Burger.” 87 1st St.

Sodes Bar & Grill. Sports-themed food & drinks. Breakfast 
all day Sunday. Ph:563-252-3301. 7 Schiller St.

Riverside Grind. Coffee & food near the river. 
563-252-2522. 506 S River Park Dr.

The Burger Barn. Full sandwich menu & world famous 
chocolate shop ice cream. 688 Sunburst Lane. 

Wadena Meat Locker. Meat locker with award 
winning beef jerky. 230 Mill S, Wadena.
Charley’s Volga Valley Commerce Store. Snacks, 
gas, pizza & burgers. 804 Washington St. 

Pavo Blue Cafe. Gourmet coffee shop with fine gifts. 
Open Mon-Sun. Ph:563-425-4180. 128 S Main St.

J-N-J Pizza. Fresh from scratch pizza. Daily noon 
buffet. Ph:563-245-2800. 127 N Main St.

Goodfella’s Bar & Grill. Full service restaurant with 
pizza buffet on Fri. 103 E Center St, Monona.

Crazy Carl’s Silver Dollar. Great meals & cold 
beverages. Ph:563-873-3077. 229 Main St.

This tear sheet was created to help you navigate the Byway. 
We hope the following detailed information about points of 
interest and services will assist you in your driving experience!

There are over 60 lodging opportunities along the Byway. 
If you are planning a multi-day trip, please visit our website 
at www.iowabyways.org to learn about the many bed & 
breakfasts, cabins, guest houses, lodges, hotels, motels 
and inns. We hope you enjoy your stay!

Byway Coordinator: Jared Nielsen
Northeast Iowa RC&D
101 East Greene Street, PO Box 916
Postville, Iowa 52162
Phone: 563-864-7112  Website: www.iowabyways.org

Riverview Cafe. Enjoy lunch, dinner & a view of the 
Mississippi River. 563-252-4405. 431 S River Park Dr.

River View Inn Restaurant. Known for their “Crocoburger” 
& frog legs. 563-873-9667. 102 Business Hwy 18.

Osterdock Store Restaurant & Bar. Restaurant with 
nightly specials. Taco Thursdays. 3559 Kiln Rd. 

Treats on Bridgestreet Bistro. Coffee, ice cream, 
soup, wine & sandwiches. 110 W Bridge St. 

Scottie’s Pizza. Subs & a variety of pizzas. Ph: 563-
425-3322. 104 S Main St.

Johnson’s Restaurant. Delicious buffet style or full 
menu dining experience. 916 High St.

Latino’s Mexican Restaurant. Excellent Mexican & 
Peruvian dishes. Ph:563-873-3838. 213 Main St.

Josie’s River Queen. Best homemade pizza this side 
of the Mississippi. Ph:563-873-2284. 216 Main St.

McGregor Coffee Roasters. Coffee house with sand-
wich menu & homemade desserts. 211 Main St.

Sadie’s Sweet Shop. Home baked pies, abdallah 
gourmet chocolates & ice cream. 126 Main St.

Picket Fence Cafe & Gifts. German food from brats 
to potato salad. 563-252-3820. 531 S River Park Dr.

Two-Mit Burger. Brats, hotdogs & famous “two mit 
burgers.” Junction Hwy 13 & Hwy 56.

Shiner’s Bar & Grill. Local tavern with great bar 
food. Ph:563-425-9109. 206 S Main St.

Pedretti’s Bakery. Fresh baked breads, cookies, cakes 
& pastries. Ph:563-245-1280. 101 N Main St.

Subway. Restaurant franchise offering submarine 
sandwiches & salads. 808 S Main St, Monona.

Lakeside Ballroom. Bar & kitchen open Fri-Sat from 
5pm-close. 563-252-1355. 1202 N 4th St.

Stadium Bar & Grill. Sports bar with great food, darts, 
pool & games. 563-252-2448. 915 S Hwy 52.

Uncle Sam’s Saloon. Known for their smoked pork, 
beef & chicken. Ph:563-873-3150. 111 First St.

Promise Land Winery. Offer delicious wines & winery 
tours. 563-252-2665. 39053 Great River Rd.

JR’s Bar & Grill. Great food & local entertainment 
on wknds. 105 S Main St, Farmersburg.

Cabo Blue Sports Bar. Upscale fine dining & downstairs 
sports lounge. 563-425-3044. 128 S Main St.

Schera’s Algerian Restaurant. Algerian & American 
fine cuisine. Ph:563-245-1992. 107 S Main St.

TJ’s Pizza. Homemade pizza, beverages & arcade. 
Ph:563-539-2272. 12781 Falcon Ave, Monona.

Old Man River Brewery. Fabulous food & nice 
selection of micro brew beverages. 123 A St.

Moxie’s Tap. Tavern with fresh-made pizza & great 
service. 563-252-3104. 426 S River Park Dr.

Subway. Restaurant franchise offering submarine 
sandwiches & salads. 310 Pearl St.

St. Olaf Tavern. Home of the world’s largest tenderloin. 
563-783-7723. 106 S Main St, Saint Olaf.

Barrel Drive-In. Curb service with burgers, shakes, 
chicken & more! Open March-Oct/Mon-Sun. Hwy 150. 
China Kitchen. Authentic Chinese fare & lunch buffet. 
Open Tue-Sun/11am-9pm. 111 Vine St.

Gus & Tony’s Townhouse. Famous for their hot beef 
sandwich, pie & Thurs $1 burger & fries. 131 N Vine St.

Dairy Queen. Burger & fries fast-food chain known 
for their signature ice cream. 312 W Bradford St.

Edgewood Locker. Award winning meats, cheeses, 
sauces & rubs. 609 West Union St.
Franny’s. Five dollar burger & fries. Ph:563-928-
6233. 115th N Washington St. 

122. Diverse menu offering pizza, pasta, sandwiches 
& more. 563-422-6089. 122 S Vine St.

Turkey River Saloon. Local tavern with good bar 
food. Ph:563-423-5591. 304 Mill St.

Brick City Bar & Grill. Known for their prime rib & 
live music on wknds. Open Wed-Sat. 305 Mill St.

TJ’s Pizza. Best pizza in Clermont. Open Mon-Sun 
4pm-10pm. Ph:563-423-722. 218 Mill St. 
Elgin Tap. Bar & grill with great burgers. Ph:563-
426-5996. 222 Center St, Elgin.
Dotzy’s. Western themed restaurant & saloon with 
the best BBQ in the region. 227 Center St, Elgin.
Guppy’s on the Go. Convenience store offering 
Godfathers Pizza, gas & ice cream. 301 Mill Ave, Elgin.
The Irish Shanti. Pub known for their world famous 
1 lb “Gunderburger.” 17455 Gunder Rd, Gunder.
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Hardee’s. Quick service restaurant offering breakfast, 
lunch & dinner. 117 Hwy 150 N.
Pizza Palace. Home of the best homemade pizza in 
West Union. 563-422-3696. 311 Hwy 150 N
Subway. Restaurant franchise offering submarine 
sandwiches & salads. 107 Hwy 150.
Unionland Market. Sell locally grown produce & 
meats. 563-422-5022. 108 S Walnut St.
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Willow Creek Wine & Garden. Handcrafted iron 
garden decor, food treats, wine & gifts. 104 First St.

104

D&D Campground. RV campground. Ph:563-928-
6464. 21224 362nd St.

Sweet Dreams Campground. RV campground with 
trails on site. Ph:563-873-7290. 50 N Locust St.

Joy Springs Park. 90-acre park with 5 campsites, 
large shelter & fishing access. 37771 Alpha Ave.

Frenchtown Park. Primitive campsites & boat ramp 
to the Mississippi River. 26254 Mississippi Rd.
Great River Road RV Campground. Spacious sites 
with full hook-ups. 563-920-1725. 601 Kosciusko St.
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179

180

Pocket City Pub. Happy hour specials & TV’s for 
sports nuts. Live entertainment. 144 Main St.
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   Effigy Mounds National Monument, Marquette

McGregor-Marquette Center for the Arts. Art gallery 
& educational space. 158 Main St.

McGregor
126

Top Hat Tavern. Great burgers & noon time 
specials. Ph:563-422-5795. 106 S Vine St.

25 River Valley Campground. 40 remote campsites with  
3-acre fishing lake. $40 per night. 147 St, Wadena.

60 Deer Run Resort. 81 spacious campsites near 
Three Sisters Lake. Open April-Oct. 501 High St.

94

Maggie’s Diner. Enjoy home cooking in the country. 
Ph:563-873-2935. 28534 Hwy 18.
Beer & Bratz Garden. Sandwiches, burgers, brats & 
28 different beers. Ph:563-873-9613. 101 Front St.
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128

Greaser’s Drive-In. A nostalgic drive-in restaurant 
with great food. Ph:563-252-1027. 1115 Hwy 52.
Joe’s Pizza. Made from scratch pizza and delicious 
ice cream. 563-252-2376. 608 S River Park Dr.
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Welcome to the byway!

contact informatIOn:

LODGING:


